Minimally invasive surgery in breast cancer treatment.
As genetic and biological treatment modalities are developed that can be custom-designed for individual patients, the possibility that breast cancer can be managed as a chronic long-term disease becomes more real, and the requirement for minimally invasive surgical intervention used as part of a multidisciplinary treatment approach becomes more pressing. Rather than fearing that they will be replaced, surgeons should enthusiastically move into this dynamic phase in the development of new surgical techniques for the treatment of breast cancer. This article will discuss such techniques in three evolving areas: 1) management of the axilla after neoadjuvant chemotherapy; 2) sentinel node dissection; and 3) radiofrequency ablation of primary tumors of the breast.